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CDI was founded in 1947 to provide a
unified voice for the individual county-
based soil and water conservation districts.
Since that time, CDI has been working with
the 100 soil and water conservation districts
in lowato promote sustainable agricultural
practices for the protection of soil and water
resources. Today, work is aso being donein
urban settings, promoting conservation prac-
tices for homeowners, developers, and
communities.

While each soil and water conservation
district maintains its own programs, CDI
helps districts combine efforts to address
regional, state, and national issues.
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Providing education
and leader ship through
local Soil and Water
Conservation Districts
to promote conservation
of natural resour ces.




How Conservation
Districts Work

Conservation districts in lowa are

managed by five commissioners elected on
the genera ballot in each county. With
assistance from the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service and lowa
Department of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship-Division of Soil Conservation,
commissioners address the natural resource
issues that are most critical in their districts.

If you are interested in becoming a commis-
sioner, contact your local soil and water
conservation district. Elections are held in
even numbered years.

Many volunteer opportunities exist with
both the local districts and the NRCS. Most
districts appoint assistant commissioners
who help with all aspects of district work.
The Earth Team is the volunteer organiza-
tion for the NRCS. For more information
contact your local NRCS office.

History of

Conservation Districtss
In 1937, as the Dust Bowl focused attention
on soil erosion, President Roosevelt sent a
model law to governors recommending leg-
islation that would allow landowners to
form voluntary soil conservation districts. It
was recognized then, as now, that local,
voluntary efforts are most effectivein
getting conservation practices established on
the land. The legislation was adopted by
lowas legidature in 1939 and the first
conservation district was formed in three
Marion County townshipsin April 1940.

By 1952, al of the land in lowa was served
by Conservation Districts.

CDI Initiatives

Backyard Conservation—
Bringing Conservation From the
Countryside to Your Backyard

This program provides information on how
many farm conservation practices can be
adapted to urban lots to achieve similar
conservation benefits. Districts across the
state are promoting this program with work-
shops, displays, and written information.

lowa Envirothon

The lowa Envirothon is an environmental
education competition for high school stu-
dents. Student teams compete on their knowl-
edge of aquatics, forestry, soils, and wildlife.
The winning team represents lowa at the
National Envirothon held each summer.

Scholar ships

CDI and the CDI Auxiliary award scholar-
ships to |owa students pursuing studiesin
agriculture or natural resources.

Commissioner Development

Programs are offered to help locally-elected
soil and water conservation district commis-
sioners better fulfill their responsibilities.



